Writing Development Initiative 2018-2019

Proposal Application Form

Please answer the following questions as clearly and concisely as possible. When
you have answered the questions, please indicate Chair approval in the space
provided at the end of the form, and send the completed pdf version of the form
to academicskills.utm@utoronto.ca. If you have questions, please do not hesitate
to contact Michael Kaler (michael.kaler@utoronto.ca).

Proposals must be submitted by April 13, 2018.
Please indicate the course code: POL 200

Briefly (150 words maximum) introduce the course, its position in its program,
and writing assignments or instruction that have typically been used

POL 200: Political Theory is one of two required courses for all majors and specialists in
political science. It provides a year-long introduction to the history of political thought, from
ancient to early modern texts. Instruction is organized around 48 lecture hours and 22
tutorial hours. For the past few years, assignments have typically included two essays that
focus on interpreting texts and making persuasive arguments (one of ~1500 words and one of
~2500 words); students have also taken one term test in the fall and a final exam in the winter,
which require both expository and persuasive writing.

POL 200 is an ideal candidate for a writing-intensive course. As a required course it captures
nearly all of our political science students at an early stage in their studies.

Indicate the desired learning outcomes for the proposal (as distinct from the
course as a whole), and how these learning outcomes relate to the course or
program’s learning outcomes: that is, indicate how the proposal complements
student learning viewed holistically.

When teaching POL 200 this year, my TAs and I focused on several goals we had for our
students as writers, and we made progress towards helping our students meet them. In my
view, the next step is to teach the course as a writing-intensive one with redesigned
assignments and more dedicated instruction and feedback time for our students. The
primary WDI-related learning outcome for my next iteration of POL 200 is to teach
students how to write an argumentative essay. In service of this goal, I want us to help
students (1) construct better theses and introductory paragraphs; (2) organize and structure
their arguments for clarity and strength; and (3) work with texts and resources that provide
evidence and support for their arguments.

The assignments that I propose below serve this goal in different ways. In the fall term, I
propose two short writing assignments that will help students work on persuasive writing by
developing thesis and outlines and then revising them based on feedback from us. As part of



Provide a basic overview of the strategies that will be used to improve students’
writing.

L Making time for more writing instruction.

I have a two-pronged plan for exposing students to better writing instruction and reinforcing
what they learn through practice.

a. In collaboration with the RGASC, I plan to reserve time in a few POL 200 lecture
meetings for instruction on writing and other academic skills. These mini-lectures could be
led either by me, my head TA, or an expert from the RGASC. Prospective writing-focused

Indicate how Teaching Assistants will be used in the project.

TAs will be crucial to the success of this course and will serve in important roles: (1)
collaborating with me to develop in-class writing exercises (head TA); (2) delivering and
supervising in-class writing exercises; (3) evaluating and advising student writing either in
person or via email; (4) giving feedback on preliminary assignments and assignment
preparation; (5) evaluating and marking student work. My hope is that they will benefit from
the mentoring and pedagogical experience offered both by their TA training and by developing
and implementing our assignments.

Indicate whether additional TA training (beyond the WDI Writing TA Training
session for new TAs) will be required and, if so, indicate the number of hours/TA
(maximum 4), content of the training, and its relationship to the proposed
student assessment or instruction.

In addition to the WDI Writing TA training sessions, I would like to request four additional
hours of TA training. In collaboration with the RGSC staft, I would like to administer this
training in four one-hour sessions over the course of the year. Each session will be attached to
one assignment/set of assignments for students. The purpose of each session will be to help
TAs prepare for advising students working on these assignments and to instruct them on how
to give targeted and useful feedback for each assignment. Here is how I think the sessions will
be structured:

1. Training on how to administer in-class writing assignments and evaluate them (fall term)
2. Training in advance of the interpretive essay (fall term), concentrating specifically on how
to advise students regarding thesis-statement construction and how to evaluate and give

tfeedback on this aspect of the essay

3. Training in advance of the op-ed assignment (fall term), concentrating specifically on how
to advise students who are integrating outside research and course materials as support for



Describe the writing tasks incorporated as a direct result of the additional funding
requested, and provide details on any writing instruction to be provided that
relates to these tasks. If the funding is supporting an increased number of graded
writing assignments, please indicate the number of additional words students will
write.

The writing assignments I have in mind are described on page 2 of this application under
‘strategies for improvement,” especially IIIl and IV. As explained, I plan to introduce two new
assignments and to modify one that I already use. While the overall final word count of

student work will not increase too greatly for the year (~ +1000 words), I do anticipate

requiring more hours for my TAs to accommodate additional preparation time, meeting time
with students, and marking and feedback. The primary aim is to give students feedback on the
two fall term assignments that will help them write their argumentative essay in the winter.

Further, we plan to give students ample feedback on the winter-term essay so that they will be
prepared for the kind of persuasive writing we expect on the final.

Below I offer two assignment and marking hours assessments for comparison.

Here is the breakdown of assignments and marking/evaluation hours for the version of the
course I taught in 2017-18:

Clearly state the number of students participating in the project, if the proposed
project is course-based. Indicate the maximum enrolment for the relevant
course(s) and the final enrolment in the courses the last time they were offered.
Please also indicate the course’s relationship to the broader program of study.
POL 200 is a required course for all majors and specialists in political science. In 2017-18,
enrollment was capped at 290 students; the initial roster had 290 students, and the final roster

as of 1 April 2018 numbers at 256 students. In 2018-2019, the course will again be capped at
290.

Provide details on how the funded activities will impact and support students, if
the proposed project is not restricted to a specific course (or courses).

N/A; the proposal is meant largely to serve POL 200 students.



Indicate any other resources you will use to support your project (library, RGASC,
online resources, etc.).

I plan to collaborate with the RGASC to offer support and instruction for my POL 200
students.

I also hope to collaborate with the UTM library staff to help students learn how to do research
for the op-ed assignment for the fall term. The research required for the assignment will not
be too onerous, but I hope this will serve as a great introduction to the many resources

Include a detailed budget.

In 2017-18, POL 200 was allotted 1015 TA hours, which amounted to 4 full-time TAs and 2
part-time TAs (whose hours nearly totaled to those of one full-time TA). I anticipate that next
year’s TA configuration will resemble this year’s based on the predicted initial enrollment of
290 students. For the purposes of my budget, I will assume 5 full-time TAs.

To teach a writing-intensive version of POL 200, I anticipate that I will need an increase of 308
TA hours to be distributed across these TAs.

The new hourly pay rate for TAs for 2018-19 will be $50.84 (which includes the base rate plus
vacation pay and benefits), and I've used this rate in my calculations.

Budget:

Please confirm that you (as the Instructor) approve this proposal and indicate
approval here with a check mark:

O

Please confirm that your Chair supports this proposal and indicate approval here
with a check mark: 0




	Course Code: POL 200
	Introduce Course: POL 200: Political Theory is one of two required courses for all majors and specialists in political science.  It provides a year-long introduction to the history of political thought, from ancient to early modern texts.  Instruction is organized around 48 lecture hours and 22 tutorial hours.  For the past few years, assignments have typically included two essays that focus on interpreting texts and making persuasive arguments (one of ~1500 words and one of ~2500 words); students have also taken one term test in the fall and a final exam in the winter, which require both expository and persuasive writing.
 
POL 200 is an ideal candidate for a writing-intensive course. As a required course it captures nearly all of our political science students at an early stage in their studies.    
 
My specific writing goal for POL 200 students is to help them learn how to write an argumentative essay.  Through a series of assignments, I want to build students' skills and confidence when it comes to writing these kinds of essays, so that they can draw upon these resources for their future coursework.
 
	Learning Outcomes: When teaching POL 200 this year, my TAs and I focused on several goals we had for our students as writers, and we made progress towards helping our students meet them.  In my view, the next step is to teach the course as a writing-intensive one with redesigned assignments and more dedicated instruction and feedback time for our students.  The primary WDI-related learning outcome for my next iteration of POL 200 is to teach students how to write an argumentative essay.  In service of this goal, I want us to help students (1) construct better theses and introductory paragraphs; (2)  organize and structure their arguments for clarity and strength; and (3) work with texts and resources that provide evidence and support for their arguments.  
 
The assignments that I propose below serve this goal in different ways.  In the fall term, I propose two short writing assignments that will help students work on persuasive writing by developing thesis and outlines and then revising them based on feedback from us.  As part of these assignments, they will also participate in guided peer review to learn more about how to offer constructive feedback and edit their own work and the work of their peers. These fall-term assignments and feedback experiences will help them build up to the key assignment in the winter term--a longer argumentative essay. The essay will be assigned in stages, which should help students plan, write, and revise their arguments in consultation with me and their TAs.  Students will receive ample constructive feedback at every stage of this assignment.  The final exam will test not only their comprehension of the course materials but also the writing skills they have learned.  In particular, two parts of the exam will mirror the writing assignments they have already done, and my hope is that they will draw on the feedback from these assignments.
 
Learning to write well is integral to the learning outcomes for POL 200 more broadly.  This course introduces students to significant texts in the history of political thought, from ancient to early modern.  In POL 200, students will learn to assess political theory as a tradition of thinking structured by continuity and innovation. They will learn to identify important political questions and contend with political concepts like justice, freedom, and equality that are integral to this tradition.  Lastly, I want students to start developing well-informed normative and political arguments of their own, and to identify the political values and questions that matter to them.  This will, in my view, make them both good readers of political theory and also better participants in shared civic life.
 
One of the best ways for students to assess the tradition of political theory, and to question and develop their own views in conversation with its texts, is through writing.  Different kinds of writing—from free-writing to carefully constructed interpretive essays—focus thinking, encourage clear expression for an imagined audience, and give students a voice.  


	Overview of Strategies:  
 I.         Making time for more writing instruction.
 
I have a two-pronged plan for exposing students to better writing instruction and reinforcing what they learn through practice.
 
a.         In collaboration with the RGASC, I plan to reserve time in a few POL 200 lecture meetings for instruction on writing and other academic skills.  These mini-lectures could be led either by me, my head TA, or an expert from the RGASC.  Prospective writing-focused topics include: (1) academic integrity and avoiding plagiarism; (2) how to write a good thesis statement; (3) how to paraphrase and cite historical sources in support of an argument; and (4) how to revise a rough draft into a polished final paper.  
 
This strategy will require no funding, but I would love to collaborate with experts from the RGASC if possible.  As part of this work, I plan to develop a set of simple one-page guides to different elements  writing that I can use for this course on an ongoing basis.
 
b.         Tutorials will include complementary exercises that help students put into practice what they learn in these mini-lectures and discussions.  The head TA for POL 200 will collaborate with me to develop these exercises, and then other TAs can integrate them into their tutorial sessions.  
 
This strategy will require funding to compensate the TA doing this collaborative lesson planning with me and to allot additional preparation time to my TAs for planning these tutorials and sending me summary reports of how the exercises went in class.
         
II.         Increasing students’ confidence as writers.
 
To improve our students’ comfort and confidence as writers, I plan to incorporate regular, low-stakes writing exercises into my lesson plans.  Every week, in either lecture or tutorial, students will do a short, ungraded exercise, either alone or with partners. Some of these exercises will correspond directly to the mini-lectures I propose in (Ia) above, to reinforce the lecture material.  Other exercises might include free writing on a theme or question, expository writing in which students explain a concept or idea from the assigned reading, bio-poems, spontaneous reflections on the connections between our texts and current events.  
 
I will develop a set of these in collaboration with the head TA, and they will be divided between lecture meetings and tutorials.  
 
This strategy will require funding to compensate the head TA developing these exercises with me.
 
III.         Learning how to write an argumentative essay: three assignments 
 
a.          In the fall term, I plan to create a new writing assignment for students that I hope will serve two purposes: (1) helping them work on their critical reading and interpretation skills, and (2) improving their ability to write a good thesis paragraph.  This 1200-word assignment will give them a choice from among two or three short passages from our course readings and ask them to construct an argument about the passage that (1) offers an interpretation of its meaning, and (2) explains its significance or importance to the argument of the text as a whole.
 
As part of this assignment, students will be required to hand in their thesis statement (approx. 100 words) and to do a guided peer review of a classmate’s thesis statement (approx. 200 words).  Credit will be given for both the thesis statement and the peer review. 
 
The total word count for this assignment will be roughly 1500 words, and it should help students improve a number of skills: critical reading and textual interpretation, thesis writing, editing, and peer reviewing.   Students can use their peer feedback and our final comments on this assignment  in two ways: (1) to refine their ability to write a good thesis for the longer argumentative essay in the winter, and (2) to prepare for one section of the final exam, which will ask them to interpret a passage from one of our readings.
 
This assignment will replace an interpretive essay (1500-1800 words) that I assigned students this year.  Thus it will require no additional funding.
  
b.         As a new fall-term assignment, I would like students to write an op-ed connecting the ideas from our ancient and early modern texts to contemporary politics.  Partly, this exercise is meant to encourage them to find the continuing relevance of the questions, problems, and arguments laid out in our readings.  Op-eds are also a common style of public writing for political scientists, and there is intellectual value in being able to draw connections between philosophical and normative ideas and current events for a broad audience.  This assignment will be limited to 800 words, and I will provide both an op-ed question and a step-by-step guide for students to follow, along with some examples.  
 
Students will have two preparatory assignments before handing in a final draft of the op-ed: (1) handing in a thesis statement and short outline (200 words) for review by TAs, which will help them develop their organizational skills and again practice their thesis writing; (2) generating a draft to be subjected to an in-class peer review exercise.  
 
The total word count for this assignment will be 1000 words.  
 
This op-ed assignment should help students improve their research skills with guidance from  the UTM library staff, whom I hope to work with in this new iteration of POL 200 .  It will also focus on a number of writing skills: thesis writing, outlining/structuring arguments, editing, and revising.  The feedback they receive from peers, their TAs, and me on this assignment can help them further refine their skills in preparation for the longer essay assignment in the winter term.  It might also be useful for the final exam, as I often pose an essay question that asks students to connect our course readings to current political events or problems.
 
This assignment will require no additional funding, since I plan to substitute it for the term test that I gave this year.
 
b.         I will keep and revise an assignment I used in 2017-18, a more traditional interpretive essay of 2500 words.  This will not be a research paper; rather, students will be expected to respond to a chosen essay prompt that invites them to make an argument and then support it with evidence from our readings that they interpret to support their theses.  This could take the form of a compare-contrast essay, for example.
 
For this assignment, students can put together all of the skills they have acquired from the two previous assignments: crafting a thesis statement, outlining an argument, choosing, interpreting,  analyzing textual evidence, and properly citing sources. 
 
This assignment will be conducted and evaluated in three stages so that students can receive ample feedback at each stage: (1) students will be required to make appointments with me /or their TAs to review thesis statements and outlines; (2) students will be required to hand in rough drafts for evaluation and feedback from their TAs; and (3) students will revise and hand in polished final drafts, along with their preliminary materials and a short memo explaining how they revised their final drafts of the essay in light of the feedback they received on prior drafts.  They will get some course credit for doing the memo, too.
 
This assignment will require additional funding, since TAs will require compensation for the extra time allotted to individual meetings with students, rough draft review and evaluation, and detailed feedback on the final essay.  The feedback from this assignment can help students on the final exam.  The third section of the exam will ask students to write an argumentative essay, and they should be able to use the comments on their final essays as a guide to preparation for this part of the exam.
 
 
V.         Final Exam: Testing Improvement
 
The students will also have a final written examination for the course, which will be an opportunity for them to put into practice the writing skills they have developed throughout both terms.  The exam will have three parts: (1) a passage interpretation question; (2) three short-answer questions that invite them to explain major ideas or arguments from our readings; and (3) an essay question that requires an argument with a thesis.
 
The first writing assignment—the passage interpretation essay—will prepare them for part one of the exam.  The op-ed assignment and longer argumentative essay assignment both should prepare them well for generating a thesis, outlining an argument, and supporting it with textual evidence, which will be the main requirements of part three of the exam.  Students will not be given enhanced feedback on the final exam, but this assignment should help us measure how well students have learned from the feedback on the three prior assignments.
 
This assignment will require no additional funding, since it is similar to the exam I gave this year. 
 
	TAs used in the project: TAs will be crucial to the success of this course and will serve in important roles: (1) collaborating with me to develop in-class writing exercises (head TA); (2) delivering and supervising in-class writing exercises; (3)  evaluating and advising student writing either in person or via email; (4) giving feedback on preliminary assignments and assignment preparation; (5) evaluating and marking student work.  My hope is that they will benefit from the mentoring and pedagogical experience offered both by their TA training and by developing and implementing our assignments.
 
	TA Training required: In addition to the WDI Writing TA training sessions, I would like to request four additional hours of TA training.  In collaboration with the RGSC staff, I would like to administer this training in four one-hour sessions over the course of the year.  Each session will be attached to one assignment/set of assignments for students.  The purpose of each session will be to help TAs prepare for advising students working on these assignments and to instruct them on how to give targeted and useful feedback for each assignment.  Here is how I think the sessions will be structured:
 
1.  Training on how to administer in-class writing assignments and evaluate them (fall term)
 
2.  Training in advance of the interpretive essay (fall term), concentrating specifically on how to advise students regarding thesis-statement construction and how to evaluate and give feedback on this aspect of the essay
 
3.  Training in advance of the op-ed assignment (fall term), concentrating specifically on how to advise students who are integrating outside research and course materials as support for persuasive arguments and how to guide students through peer-review on these types of assignments
 
4.  Training in advance of the longer essay assignment (winter term), concentrating on how to advise students on thesis drafts and outlines, how to give constructive feedback on preliminary drafts, and how to evaluate how well students have integrated this feedback.
 
 
	Writing tasks: The writing assignments I have in mind are described on page 2 of this application under ‘strategies for improvement,’ especially III and IV.  As explained, I plan to introduce two new assignments and to modify one that I already use.  While the overall final word count of student work will not increase too greatly for the year (~ +1000 words), I do anticipate requiring more hours for my TAs to accommodate additional preparation time, meeting time with students, and marking and feedback.  The primary aim is to give students feedback on the two fall term assignments that will help them write their argumentative essay in the winter.  Further, we plan to give students ample feedback on the winter-term essay so that they will be prepared for the kind of persuasive writing we expect on the final. 
 
Below I offer two assignment and marking hours assessments for comparison.
 
Here is the breakdown of assignments and marking/evaluation hours for the version of the course I taught in 2017-18:
 
POL 200 2017-18 assignments and marking times
 
Fall term short essay (1500-1800 words) @ 30 minutes marking time x 290 students =
145 marking hours
 
Fall term test @ 30 minutes marking time x 290 students =145 marking hours
 
Winter term longer essay (2400-3000 words) @ 40 minutes marking time x 290 students =
~194 marking hours
 
2-hour final exam @ 30 minutes marking time x 290 students = 145 marking hours
 
Total: ~628 marking hours
 
Here is the distribution that I envision for the 2018-19 writing-intensive version of the course:
 
POL 200 2018-19 assignments and marking times
 
Fall term short interpretive essay (1200 words) + 100-word thesis and 200-word peer review @ 30 minutes marking time x 290 students = 145 marking hours
 
Fall term op-ed assignment:
(Thesis and outline @ 15 minutes evaluation time x 290 students) +
(final 800-word assignment @ 15 minutes marking time x 290 students) =145 marking hours
 
Longer essay assignment:
(Thesis and outline appointments @ 15 minutes x 290 students) +
(draft review and feedback @ 40 minutes x 290 students) +
(final paper of 2500 words @ 30 minutes x 290 students) =
~411 marking and feedback hours
 
3-hour final exam @ 30 minutes marking time x 290 students =~145 marking hours.
 
Total = ~846 marking hours (Increase of roughly 218 hours)
 
 
	Number of students participating: POL 200 is a required course for all majors and specialists in political science.  In 2017-18, enrollment was capped at 290 students; the initial roster had 290 students, and the final roster as of 1 April 2018 numbers at 256 students.  In 2018-2019, the course will again be capped at 290.
 
	Activities and Impact: N/A; the proposal is meant largely to serve POL 200 students.
 
	Other resources used: I plan to collaborate with the RGASC to offer support and instruction for my POL 200 students.
 
I also hope to collaborate with the UTM library staff to help students learn how to do research for the op-ed assignment for the fall term.  The research required for the assignment will not be too onerous, but I hope this will serve as a great introduction to the many resources available at the UTM library and will help students learn some good research skills.
 
	Detailed Budget: In 2017-18, POL 200 was allotted 1015 TA hours, which amounted to 4 full-time TAs and 2 part-time TAs (whose hours nearly totaled to those of one full-time TA).  I anticipate that next year’s TA configuration will resemble this year’s based on the predicted initial enrollment of 290 students.  For the purposes of my budget, I will assume 5 full-time TAs.
 
To teach a writing-intensive version of POL 200, I anticipate that I will need an increase of 308 TA hours to be distributed across these TAs.
 
The new hourly pay rate for TAs for 2018-19 will be $50.84 (which includes the base rate plus vacation pay and benefits), and I’ve used this rate in my calculations.  
 
Budget:
 
Course Component
Marking Hours x Pay Rate= Cost
 
Additional training hours for all TAs
4 hours x 5 TAs=
20 hours total @ $50.84
$1016.80
 
Preparation time for developing the writing exercises and curriculum in collaboration with me
10 hours x 1 (Head) TA=
10 hours total @ $50.84
$508.40
 
Additional preparation time for tutorials that include writing exercises and time to send feedback on each exercise to me and the head TA
Additional 1 hour per tutorial x 12 tutorials x 5 TAs=
60 hours total @ $50.84
$3050.40
 
Additional feedback and marking hours for 5 TAs as detailed on page 3 of this application:
218  hours total @ $50.84 
$11, 083.12
 
Total requested:
308 hours (~ 1 hour per student for both terms)
$15,658.72
 
	Intructor approval: Yes
	Chair Approval: Yes


