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INTRODUCTION

In 2021, Toronto published an updated climate action plan
called TransformTO, aligned to its 2040 net-zero goal.
TransformTO included sustainability goals in Toronto's
highest polluting sectors (the second highest being
transportation) (City of Toronto, 2021). One of the two
transportation goals is that 75% of trips under Skm must be
walked, biked, or taken by transit by 2030*. As Toronto has
only seven years left to reach this goal, it is worth examining
what other cities have done to successfully increase their
cycling modal share, and determine which of these elements
can be employed in Toronto (as well as additional actions the
city can take) to help progress on the goal.
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WHY GCOPENHAGEN & PARIS AS CASE STUDY CITIES?

They are at different stages of maturity with cycling and offer
unique lessons for Toronto. Copenhagen is an established
leader (in the top 2 cycling cities in world since 2011)
(Copenhagenize Design Co., 2019) and Paris is a recently
emerged leader Paris is a recently emerged leader but with
growing pains (in the top 20 cycling cities in world since 2011,
but rose to top 10 in 2019) (Copenhagenize Design Co., 2019).
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Safe, well connected, and cohesive bike lane infrastructure

ANALYSIS

In order to evaluate how and to what degree Copenhagen &
Paris' best practices could be applied in Toronto, | assessed
Copenhagen and Paris against Toronto in terms of four areas:

e Political system

e Economic (i.e., cycling budget)

e Environmental (topography, climate, built form)

e Level of cycling culture
| factored these into my recommendations and additionally
sought feedback on them from the City of Toronto
Transportation Services division. | then finalized them (below).
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