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INTRODUCTION

« (Canada lacks an environmental justice
movement that is distinct from the U.S. which
indicates there is a narrow scope of research and
literature on the subject (Haluza-Delay, 2007).

* Provincial & municipal governing bodies place
environmental hazards, like landfills, within
African and Indigenous communities in Nova
Scotia (NS) because they do not have the
resources, political clout, and representation to
oppose said placement decisions (Fryzuk, 1996).

* Lincolnville, NS has experienced a history of
environmental racism from settlement of this
community to the placement of two landfills near
their community.
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(The ENRICH Project, n.d.)
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

This study seeks to answer the following research
guestions:

1. Environmental racism in Lincolnville extends far
beyond landfill placement; however, this paper
seeks to answer the question of how the siting of
the first- and second-generation landfills in
Lincolnville perpetuates the ongoing
environmental racism that has plagued this
community today and throughout history?

2. Do the frameworks of white supremacy, racial
capitalism, and settler colonialism reveal insights
Into the structural determinants of health of the
Lincolnville case study and how has the
community been impacted as a result?

3. Given the interconnections and complexities of
the ongoing environmental racism that has led to
the siting of two generations of landfills near the
community of Lincolnville, what place-based
approaches to justice can provide relief for this
community across geographical, procedural, and
social equity justice components?

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORKS

Settler Colonialism

Settlers are interested in taking of land from and
replacing native populations whilst reframing the
narrative, so these actions are more acceptable
for future generations to uphold (Pulido, 2018).

Settler colonialism ultimately creates the ideal
foundation for governments and industry to take
advantage of the land and those that live on it.

Waste colonialism also dictates the spatial
violence imposed on African Nova Scotian
communities given the placement of
environmental hazards, including landfills, waste
treatment facilities, and toxic industries.

Racial Capitalism

Describes the social differentiation racism
provides which is associated with value
differentiation required to accumulate capital of
which is institutionalized through various
mechanisms (E.g., Pollution sinks) (Pulido,
2017).

Environmental racism experienced by African
Nova Scotian communities is a manifestation of
racial capitalism as it signals the lack of
perceived value of racialized communities which
ultimately acts as a cost savings and in turn
allows white elites to accumulate capital.

White Supremacy

A racist legacy is maintained by white supremacy
wherein whiteness is assigned greater value and
as a result more deserving of protection from

environmental hazards through policies, laws,
and decisions (Lipsitz, 2007).

The NS decision-making process surrounding
facility siting embodies a colourblind philosophy
that ignores racism as a factor in the placement
of environmental hazards.
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(Deacon & Baxter, 2013)

Settlement & Displacement: 1784

* Revocation of a land grant led to displacement of
Black Loyalists to less fertile land (Beaton, 2018;
Hibbert et al., 2006-2007).

» Disproportionate consequences of an inequal
economic and environmental base.

First-Generation Landfill: 1974
* Placed 1km from Lincolnville (Waldron, 2016).

 Dumping of hazardous waste, flawed
construction, and open-pit burning resulted in
high cancer rates and other diseases, higher
health costs, and environmental contamination
(Bonner et al., 2016; Waldron, 2015).

Second-Generation Landfill: 2006

* Guysborough Landfill replaced the first-
generation landfill (Bonner et al., 2016).

* Public consultation process was intimidating,
non-inclusive, and inaccessible to community
members (Deacon & Baxter, 2013).

* |Impacts the community through social,
psychological, and economic stressors.

Placed-Based Activism

* Place-based narratives recognize local narratives
are informed by larger scales outside of the local
scale’s time and place boundary (Massey, 2005).

* Lincolnville's activism is a place-based approach.

* The municipality’s approach is place-bound
which ignores structural determinants of health
and systemic racism.

CONCLUSIONS

* Lincolnville’s history with environmental racism
has continued from settlement to the placement
of the first- and second-generation landfills which
has impacted the community’s social, economic,
and environmental health.

* White supremacy, racial capitalism, and settler
colonialism give rise to institutionalized
environmental racism in NS.

* Lincolnville's place-based activism can be
scaled-up to the provincial and national levels to
work towards achieving geographical,
procedural, and social equity justice.

« Bill C-230 (the National Strategy to Redress
Environmental Racism Act) provides Canada the

opportunity to speak out against environmental
racism and work towards environmental justice.

REFERENCES

Beaton, S. (2018). Toxic Legacy: Setting a Context for Environmental Racism in Nova Scotia (No. 2).
https://soundcloud.com/sadie-beaton/ep2-shadesofgreenv2

Bonner, F., Menendez Sanchez, W., Bonner, C., Clarke, A., & Beckett, R. (2016). Lincolnville Water Monitoring Report (pp.
1-25). Environmental Noxiousness, Racial Inequities & Community Health Project (ENRICH Project).
https://www.enrichproject.org/wpcontent/

uploads/2016/11/Lincolnville-Water-Monitoring-Report-25.10.16-1.pdf

Deacon, L., & Baxter, J. (2013). No opportunity to say no: A case study of procedural environmental injustice in Canada.
Journal of Environmental Planning and Management, 56(5), 607—623. https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.2012.692502

Fryzuk, L. A. (1996). Environmental Justice in Canada: An Empirical Study and Analysis of the Demographics of Dumping
in Nova Scotia [Da1housie University]. https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/s4/f2/dsk3/ftp04/mq24966.pdf

Haluza-Delay, R. (2007). Environmental Justice in Canada. Local Environment, 12(6), 557-564.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13549830701657323

Hibbert, L., Campbell, W., & Desmond, J. (2006-2007). Lincolnville’s Fight Against Environmental Racism. Between the
Issues, 24(4), 18-19.

Lipsitz, G. (2007). The Racialization of Space and the Spatialization of Race: Theorizing the
Hidden Architecture of Landscape. Landscape Journal, 26(1), 10-23. https://doi.org/10.3368/1j.26.1.10
Massey, D. (2005). For Space. Sage Publications.

Pulido, L. (2017). Geographies of race and ethnicity Il: Environmental racism, racial capitalism and state-sanctioned
violence. Human Geography, 41(4), 524-533. https://doi.org/10.1177/0309132516646495

Pulido, L. (2018). Geographies of race and ethnicity Ill: Settler colonialism and nonnative people of color. Human
Geography, 42(2), 309-318. https://doi.org/10.1177/0309132516686011

The ENRICH Project. (n.d.). Toxic Facility Siting Nova Scotia. Retrieved from The ENRICH Project:
http://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?webmap=d12d5f8cc46f40e5918f6

072ab0e4d7c&extent=-63.6247,45.1665,-62.6105,45.5669

Waldron, I. R. G. (2015). Findings from the Series of Workshops “In Whose Backyard?— Exploring Toxic Legacies in
Mi’kmaw and African Nova Scotian Communities.” Environmental Justice, 8(2), 33-37.
https://doi.org/10.1089/env.2014.0034

Waldron, I. R. G. (2016). Experiences of Environmental Health Inequities in African Nova Scotian Communities (pp. 1-40).
https://www.enrichproject.org/wpcontent/uploads/2016/10/Final-Environmental-Racism-Report.pdf

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| would like to thank my supervisor, Dr. Nicole
Laliberte, for her guidance and support throughout
this process. Her leadership has been influential in
allowing me to achieve greater strides than | could
have ever expected. | would also like to extend my
sincere gratitude to Dr. Ingrid Waldron, who is an
instrumental researcher in the field of
environmental racism in Canada, and whose work
has momentously shaped my research.

Master of Science in Sustainability Management UofT

UNIVERSITY OF

TORONTO

:
Q

4

¥

RRRRR

CONTACT

Sarah Ceci, Bcomm, MScSM
University of Toronto, Mississauga
sarah.ceci@mail.utoronto.ca



