
• Sustainable development described by the UN in the 2030 Agenda, 
does not do enough to consider alternative worldviews nor address 

the colonial origins and ideologies of its inception.

• Analysis and critique through a framework of Indigenous and gendered 
lenses by drawing on feminist and Indigenous scholars and other
existing frameworks like UNDRIP 
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• In the context of sustainable development and 
the SDGs, where are women and Indigenous 
Peoples positioned?

• The success of the SDGs is strongly dependent on the meaningful 
inclusion of these perspectives which decentre the Global North in 
development policymaking

• There is a need for bottom-up development policy that prioritizes local 
development and the right to self-determination 

• Indigenous self-determination and sovereignty as well as women’s
empowerment can underpin all the SDGs and will be necessary in fully 
realizing the Goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda 
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• How can the 2030 Agenda be attained or improved 
through the accommodation of critiques from 
Indigenous and feminist perspectives?

• How do these perspectives and critiques inform a reframing of 
sustainability and what does that look like?

• Alternative worldviews of sustainability and sustainable 
development, namely those held by women and 

Indigenous Peoples offer a different development 
agenda, one that is based on relationality, reciprocity, 

autonomy and self-determination.

• Both women and Indigenous Peoples are subject 
to the consequences of colonialism, yet are not 

• sufficiently included in development 
• policymaking that impact their ways of being.

• Although women and Indigenous peoples
bear the brunt of the negative impacts of the 
climate crisis among others, they are equally 

positioned to catalyze the transformative 
change required to realize the SDGs.

• Lack of inclusive and explicit language used in the SDGs limit the 
effectiveness of their implementation and their capacity to transform 
systems

• The 2030 Agenda is missing emphasis on the underlying connections 
between the Goals

• Recognition of Indigenous Peoples in passing limits their ability to be 
agents of change and increases their vulnerabilities

• Lack of consideration of women in areas of economic development
overlooks their integral roles in local economies and domestic work 

• Disaggregation of data is necessary in progress measurements 
towards the attainment of the SDGs to recognize both Indigenous 
Peoples and women and ensure no one is left behind


